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Club Officers 
 

President 
Don Johnston  
708-482-7628  

donsuej@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 
Dawn Herdon-Charles 

630-842-8561 
dcharlesster@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 
Nick Page 

847-931-9770  
nicklpage@sbcglobal.net  

 
Secretary/Newsletter 

Frank Sornson  
630-664-5515 

fsornson@hotmail.com 
 

Additionally, club members will be 
serving in the following important 

roles: 
 

Librarians 
Rick Ogren and Charlie Scheffel  

Promotions 
Rich Nye 

Videographer  
Bob Bergstrom and Danny Yarbrough 

Webmaster 
Frank Sornson 

 
Website address 

www.windycitywoodturners.com 

March 18th Meeting 

7PM—9:30 PM (3rd Tuesday) 
Lisle Park District Building 

Multipurpose Room #4 
1925 Ohio Street 

Lisle, IL  
 

 
Speaker: Robert Ooms 

Carving Style considerations 

when making a goblet and bottle 

stopper 

Registration is Open for Turn-On! Chicago 
Go to www.turnonchicago.com for 

everything you want to know about this 

August 15 – 17 upcoming event. You will 

see that featured demonstrators include 

Andi Wolfe, Barry Gross, Binh Pho, Dick 

Sing, Lyle Jamison, Nick Cook, and Trent 

Bosch. Guest demonstrators will be Alan 

Carter, Jason Swanson, and Steve Sinner.   

Symposium fee is $295 including 7 meals.  

On site housing is available for $48 double 

and $58 single occupancy per night. 

Symposium attendees are limited to 250.  

(There is a $20 discount for Chicago 

Woodturning members who register before 

March 1.) 

This is an excellent opportunity to be 

exposed to name demonstrators close to 

home. If you do go you should consider 

staying overnight on site. Quarters are old and spartan, but you will happier 

when it comes to breakfast each morning and socializing in the evenings 

when it is only a short walk to your bed. 

New Secretary/Newsletter Editor 

At our February meeting John Meyer was nominated and elected to 
take over the duties of Secretary/Newsletter Editor.  By now Frank Sornson 
is well involved in his new job in Atlanta.  We will miss him as an active 
Windy City member and wish him well. 

So welcome John Meyer to his new role.  He has been a member of 
Windy City for 4 years, and belongs to Illiana Woodturners and Hickory Hills 
Woodworkers as well.  He is no stranger to newsletters and websites as he 
already handles these duties for Hickory Hills.  Please thank John for 
offering his services to Windy City.   
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 In February, we enjoyed a demonstration by Dave 

Reilly on carving to embellish your turnings. Dave is a very 

experienced carver with a big pile of carving chisels, but 

recommended that a lot can be accomplished with a basic set 

of Flex Cut Tools. 

 If you are going to carve the outside of a bowl or other open form, do your carving after you have 

turned the outside, but before hollowing. This way you have a lot of wood supporting the sidewalls so they 

won’t flex while you’re trying to carve. The lathe is an excellent holder while carving. If you have a spindle 

lock or other way to stop the project from rotating while carving, the lathe can serve this purpose well. Use 

your indexing feature for both layout and carving on various radial positions of the turning. This can also aid in 

carving the same pattern a number of times equidistant from each other. 

 Strips of modeling clay are a handy method of mocking up the shape you like before you start 

removing wood. This is especially useful for those of us who cannot easily picture how overlapping tapered 

leaves should look. When you are happy with the shape, you can transfer the shape to the wood in pencil, 

outline the edges, with a carving knife, and start removing everything that doesn’t look like leaves. 

August 2013 Newsletter 

February Demo—Carving Turnings 

August 2013 Newsletter 

February 2014 Newsletter 

Our New Facebook Page and Website 

We have a new website and Facebook page that everyone should check out. The galleries are updated and 

all of the 2013 newsletters are available. There is a link section that would be nice to expand if members 

have woodturning websites that they would like to recommend. There is also a link at the top of the page that 

points to our new Facebook page.  This would be a good place for people to share ideas, post pictures of 

your work, or ask questions to other members that are on Facebook. You can directly access the Facebook 

page at www.facebook.com/windycitywoodturners.   

As always, you can get to our website at windycitywoodturners.com. Please let me know of any additions or 

changes you would like to see, or fill out the “contact us” section of the website to send a message. 

Got Photographic Talent? Become a WCWT Photographer! 
 Windy City needs one or more members to volunteer to take photographs at our meetings. We all know how 
great it is to have a newsletter and website with photographs of the Instant Gallery and demonstration. For thsat to 
happen, we need a member to offer their skills (and the use of their camera) to capture the stuff that happens at reg-
ular meetings. We have the portable light booth to help capture individual pieces. Maybe the job could be shared be-
tween a couple of members. If one of you has to miss a meeting, the co-photographer could fill in so we can always 
have a person to record events from each meeting for the newsletter. This would be especially good for a project we 
want to resurrect— the photographic membership list. 
 Originated by Bob Bergstrom, this “cheat sheet”, as Bob called it, was a good resource to help connect 
names to faces. This is great for old members (with fading memories) and new members alike. Being able to call 
each other by name keeps the club a small community, even as we grow. Please come to the aid  of the club on this. 
We’ll provide the memory media, you will provide the camera and skills. Call Don Johnston if you are willing to help 
the club in this way. 

http://www.facebook.com/windycitywoodturners�


May 15 thru 17 
35th Annual Utah Woodturning 
Symposium  Orem, UT 
For more information see: 
www.utahwoodturning.com/  

June 13 thru 15 
AAW 28th International  
Phoenix, AZ 
For more information see: 
www.woodturner.org 

August 15 thru 17 
Turn On! Chicago 2014 
Mundelein, IL 
For more information see: 
www.turnonchicago.com 

September 13 thru 14 
Virginia Woodturners Symposium 
Fishersville, VA 
For more information see: 
www.virginiawoodturners.com 

Items of Interest 
If you have an item of inter-
est that you would like to 
share, or have something to 
sell, please pass the infor-
mation along to John Meyer 
so that it can be added to the 
newsletter at: 

drmath@aol.com or 
(708) 799-8908 

Upcoming events in 2014 

August 2013 Newsletter August 2013 Newsletter August 2013 Newsletter August 2013 Newsletter August 2013 Newsletter 

February 2014 Newsletter 

 

Chicago Woodturners Upcoming Demos 

 The word is out on the 2014 schedule of Saturday demo sessions. These are day-long Saturday 

demonstrations by name woodturners held at Christian Liberty Academy in Arlington Heights (502 West 

Euclid). They run from 9:00 to 4:30 and are $30 at the door. 

May 3rd - Keith Gotschall— Keith will be coming from Colorado. Check out his website 

www.keithgotschall.com 

October 4th - Glenn Lucas—Glenn is a production bowl turner and teacher from Ireland. Learn more about 

him at www.glennlucas.com . 

 One and two-day hands-on classes follow the demo days and have generally been made available 

to Windy City members when not filled by Chicago members.  Pricing has been in the $115 per day range, 
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