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January Demo 
For our January meeting Jason Clark will be 
doing Bowl Turning 101. He plans to go back 
to basics, discussing and demonstrating how 
bowl turning is directly related to spindle 
turning and demonstrating his process for 
taking a bowl from a green log to a finished 
dried bowl you can be proud of.  
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President’s Message 

  
 

   
  
  
  
      
 

One of the most important parts of woodturning to me isn’t the process, 
 or even the end result, it’s giving back to the community that has given  
me so much.  
Many of us have a mentor – someone we can point to and say “that was  
the turner that took me under their wing and showed me what to do”.   I still remember 
the first time I saw someone else turn live and in person.  I’d spent the better part of 18 
months learning on my own in my garage with only a few books and magazines.  Youtube 
hadn’t been created yet and there were only a few turning videos online from the likes of 
Popular Woodworking.  When I saw that individual turning at my local Rockler I was blown 
away.  He was doing things with a bowl gouge that I knew were impossible and it really 
opened my eyes to what was possible, and it got me involved with the local club which is 
something I will always be grateful for.  
One of my habits when I go to do a demo at a club in another state is to ask a simple 
question.  “Who is the pro in your club. At the Chicago Woodturners the answer was Binh 
Pho.  At Windy City it’s Dick Sing.  My club in Arizona it is J Paul Fennell.  There always 
seems to be at least one.  The heart and soul of the local club even if they are no longer 
attending the club on a regular basis or in some cases have passed on.  
Most club members give back on a regular basis, even if they don’t realize it.  Bringing in a 
piece for the instant gallery could inspire an idea in someone else.  Asking a question in a 
demonstration. Wearing your Windy City logo shirt simply gives the club more exposure.  
There are almost certainly hundreds of woodturners in the local area that simply don’t 
know that local clubs even exist.  Posting to social media can educate friends and family 
about woodturning and may spark their interest.  
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President’s Message (Cont) 
  
Of course, you can also give back by volunteering your time, by giving financially or with 
in-kind donations to events like Empty Bowls, Beads of Courage, or through donations of 
finished pieces to events like Turn-on Chicago or other charitable fundraisers.  I’ve also 
been asked on several occasions to turn something to preserve the memory of a loved 
one that’s passed on.  I’ve turned more than a few pet urns and I’ve had the honor to 
turn full sized cremation urns for 2 people that I personally know who are no longer with 
us. 
  
Giving back can mean sharing knowledge through a demonstration or by hosting another 
member in your shop for a lesson but it goes well beyond that.  Public demonstrations at 
events such as Depot Days and Once Upon a Christmas expose woodturning to a broad 
and diverse audience.  Having a wooden bowl full of candy on your desk at work can 
allow you to strike up conversations about woodturning (it’s a void from a bark inclusion, 
not a crack!). 
  
No matter your skill level there are opportunities available to advocate for and educate 
people about the hobby that we all love so much.  Passing on that knowledge and the 
passion for woodturning and getting other people involved is critical for the future of not 
only our club but for woodturning in general.   
 



Club Officers 
At Your Service 

 
President 

Jason Clark 
jclark58@gmail.com 

 
Vice-President 

Dawn Herndon-Charles 
dcharlesster@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 
Nick Page 

nicklpage@sbcglobal.net 
 

Secretary / Editor 
Bruce Kamp 

bruce.kamp@sbcglobal.net 
 

Current Membership  88 
 

Additionally, the following 
people  

Serve in these important 
roles: 

Promotions 
Rich Nye 

Videography 
Bob Bergstrom 

Tom Waicecuskas 
Photography 

Dave Burk 
Librarian 

Rich Hall-Reppen 
 

Club meetings:      3rd Tuesday of each month 
 Meeting Time:        7:00 pm 

Location:        Lisle Park District 
                                 1925 Ohio St., Lisle, IL 

Attendance at meetings is free. Guests and visitors are always welcome 
Our January meeting will be January 15, 2019 
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Club News 
 

I am pleased to announce that we have managed to 
 find a full slate of officers that will be up for election  
at the January meeting of the Windy City  
Woodturners.  
Jason Clark will be running for his second term as President 
Peter D’Attomo has agreed to run for Vice President 
Nick Page will be running for another term as Treasurer 
Bruce Kamp will also be running for his second term as Secretary. 
Formal nominations for each of the elected officer positions will be 
opened prior to the election so that anyone else desiring to run for 
any of the officer positions may be nominated and stand for election.  
I am excited for the candidates we have so far. Peter brings a ton of 
experience from running the Dupage County Woodworkers. Nick will 
no doubt continue to do a fantastic job as treasurer and I’m looking 
forward to Bruce continuing on as secretary. I want to extend my 
thanks to him for the work he did in 2018, particularly his time and 
efforts on the newsletter, club photo roster, and spearheading the 
club’s logo wear program through Lands’ End.  
  

mailto:jclark58@gmail.com
mailto:dcharlesster@gmil.com
mailto:nicklpage@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bruce.kamp@sbcglobal.net
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There are also a number of non-elected volunteers that make the efforts of the club 
possible: 
Don Johnston and Paul Pyrcik for all of their efforts, particularly their work with Depot 
Days and Once Upon a Christmas.  
Dave Burke for doing our photography.  
Rich Hall-Reppen as librarian and  
Rich Nye for helping pay our rent by running the raffle.  
Bob Bergstrom and Tom Waicekauskas for running the video every month.  
Rich Roehrback for leading the club picnic and all of our monthly demonstrators and 
gallery reviewers.  
Lastly I’d like to thank Dawn Herndon-Charles for her work as outgoing Vice President. 
I’m sure she won’t miss my “By the way who’s doing the demo tonight?” texts on 
Tuesday mornings. Dawn had always gone above and beyond, including arranging for 
demonstrators for the first 3 months of 2019.  
  
  
Jason 
 

Club News (cont) 
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We have completed our Member Picture Directory and have distributed a copy to every 
member. It can be used as your reference in identifying and contacting  fellow members. 
We are still missing a few members’ photos. 
Please Note: It is the intent of the album and information to ONLY be distributed our 
members. 

Member Picture Directory 
If you have not had your mugshot taken 
yet please do so at our January  meeting 

Club News 
 

Bringback Challenge 
 
 November’s Bringback Challenge was won by 

Paul Pyrcik 
It is a good bet that Paul will bring something 

wonderful as his Bringback contribution to 
our January meeting. 
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Rich Nye’s son Drew is an excellent 
cook and these knives will be a nice 
addition to his kitchen.  Drew created 
the shape of the Birdseye maple handle 
and did the final sanding on both and 
Rich made them.  
 

This year Paul 
 Pyrcik turned 
 a unique  
Miniature 
 Christmas tree 
 for each 
 member of 
 his family ... 
 a total of 11 
 in all. He  
inscribed the  
bottom of each 
 with a 
 personalized  
note along with his name, date and wood 
type. They were fun to make and were well 
received by several generations of his family 
“tree”. 
 
 

Some members’ gifts 
given during the season 
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Some members’ gifts (cont) 

Bruce Kamp  learned how to do some inside out turning to 
create these ornaments for friends and also for the club gift 
exchange. The woods used were hackberry, padauk, and 
wenge.  

Some other interesting turned ornaments 
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This month’s gallery will consist of pictures from our Christmas Party. It was held at 
the Bohemian Chrystal on December 18th. There was a good turnout but still room for 
more. Everyone seemed to have a good time. It gave us all a chance to have casual 
conversations with our member friends that we often do not have time for at club 
meetings. It was also a chance for spouses to get acquainted and see who we hang out 
with once a month.  
(I must apologize for the quality of the pictures. Dave Burk, the one who knows what he is doing, was unable to 
attend so I had to step in. Due to mechanical problems, or I suspect user error, the camera was out of focus. I 
have attempted to clear them up the best I could.)   

Christmas Party Gallery 
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Club Events  

Saturday February 9th the American Association of Woodturners will have a turning 
event at Rockler locations around the country to kickoff a new partnership between 
the AAW and Rockler.  Windy City Woodturners will be supporting the event at the 
Bolingbrook location. 
We anticipate needing volunteers for 2 sessions, 11AM - 1PM and 1PM - 
3PM.  Volunteers will be asked to talk about WCWT, the AAW, and woodturning in 
general and are free to demonstrate woodturning in the store during the event.  We 
will have AAW provided materials such as the AAW journal and flyers.  Additional 
information will be forthcoming and we will be soliciting volunteers at the January 
meeting.  
 

& 
Team up with 
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Area Events  
•Chicago Woodturners 2019 Professional Demonstration Schedule 
CWT has assembled an outstanding group of guest  
demonstrators for this year. 

Jennifer Shirley, March 16-19, 2019 
Mike Jackofsky, April 13-16, 2019 
Graeme Priddle and Melissa Engler, June 1-4, 2019 
Max Brosi, July 20-23, 2019 
Jacques Vesery, September 7-10, 2019 

The Saturday demonstrations are 9 to 5, open to all and 
reasonably priced. The hands-on classes fill up quickly. Additional 
information is available at 
http://www.chicagowoodturners.com/professional-
demonstrations/ or by contacting Chicago Woodturners. 

 
 

http://www.chicagowoodturners.com/professional-demonstrations/
http://www.chicagowoodturners.com/professional-demonstrations/
http://www.chicagowoodturners.com/professional-demonstrations/
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•IAP (Chicagoland International Association of Penturners) 

•Bi-Monthly Meeting at Rockler Bolingbrook 10:00am-1:00 pm 

 

 

The all day demonstrations are $30 on the day of the 
demo ($20 if you buy ahead of time). Demos are held 
at Christian Liberty Academy, 502 West Euclid, 
Arlington Heights, IL  
The hands on classes are $125 per day (paid in 
advance) and are held at the Chicago School of 
Woodworking, 5680 N Northwest Highway, Chicago, IL 

 

•Chicago Woodturners 2019 Professional Demonstration 
Schedule (cont) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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For  a nice video summary of the event  navigate to this link: 

https://www.woodturner.org/page/2019RaleighMain 

The American Association of Woodturners 
33rd Annual International Symposium 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
July 11-14, 2019 



Visit  
www.woodturner.org  

As an example of what is offered check out: 

http://www.woodturner.org/?page=FUNdamentals 
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AAW Information 

AAW Membership Trial 
AAW's newest membership promotion is currently available and is a perfect 
opportunity for you to give it a try, especially for those who have been on the fence 
about joining. This new introductory membership enables chapter members who 
have never been AAW members to test the waters of a full AAW membership for 
THREE MONTHS FOR JUST $20. If they wish to continue their AAW membership, 
introductory members will be automatically renewed one time for an additional NINE 
MONTHS FOR JUST $40. Individuals who have never been AAW members may sign up 
for a three-month introductory AAW membership using a credit card at 
http://www.woodturner.org/?page=ITM2040. 

AAW offers numerous benefits. Take a second and use the following link to explore 
what AAW  has to offer. 

 http://www.woodturner.org/?page=MemberBenefits 


